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Butler County Auditor Nancy Nix explains “confusing” property

tax increases and disparity in January 24 Journal-News column*

Highlights related to Fairfield City Schools

Eight of Butler County’s ten school districts are at the 20-mill floor. Only Lakota and Fairfield
school districts are not. This fact alone is resulting in a great disparity of tax increases among
Butler County taxpayers. Based on a 37% median value increase, those living in Lakota and
Fairfield school districts are seeing their tax bills increase 4-6% on average. Some taxpayers in
those districts may even notice their tax bill decreasing if their value did not increase as
significantly.Based on a 37% median value increase, those residents in the other eight school
districts are seeing tax increases of 18-24%. In addition, residents in Reily and Ross townships
are seeing tax bill increases of 24-28% due to levies passed in November.

Why the disparity? Why aren’t Lakota and Fairfield at the 20-mill floor?

= In general, whether a district is at the 20-mill « As values continue to increase and
floor depends on the type and number of effective tax rates decline, Lakota and
levies passed by voters. Fairfield are both moving closer to the
floor. It is advantageous for a school
» Lakota and Fairfield school districts have district to be at the 20-mill floor because of

passed more “current expense” type levies in ; : . :
recent years, while some school districts the increased revenue in an inflationary

have passed more emergency and substitute market, without the accompanying
levies that allow the district to remain at the downside in a deflationary market.
20-mill floor.

« The 20-mill floor also allows school districts to avoid running new levies.

*Read Auditor Nix’s column in its entirety on our website:
www.Fairfieldcityschools.com. Click the black text box on the

right to access our District finance and levy facts pages.
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f7 Docs the levy affecty  The levy

property taxes ] will affect

or
B income laxes? #  property

taxes only.

When would the districy

I h(.' I)lSlI-ICI “I("'lld ] start collecting new
starl L‘Clllt‘tlill" i revenue il the levy is
=g approved?
new revenue m o
calendar vear
2025

FCSD 2022-2023 Expenditure Breakdown

» Salaries s Benefits = Purchased Services
= Other Objects/Uses Supplies & Materials
Capital Outlay

What tools are
available to see how
the levy will impact
Lax hill?

Visit the Butler County
Auditor’ s Office website:

hups: www.butlercountyauditor.org

All property
owners in the
Fairfield City
School District
pay FCSD
property Laxes.

the tax il the
levw is
approved?

What canan
operating levy be
used lor?

An operating levy can be used lor general district
expenses, such as salaries, benelits, utilities,
supplics  materials, transportation, and
Programiming.

FCSD 2022-2023 Revenue Breakdown

= Real Estate = State Funding
= All Other Revenues = Property Tax Alloc
Public Utility
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Last operating levy passed

Projected to lost 2-3 years, has
lasted more than 12 years

$5.5 Million Over 4 Years

Estimated cost savings measures
the District has already implemented

Classroom Spending

70% of funds are spent on
classroom instruction

Ohio Expenses per Pupil

FCSD is among the 20% of public districts
with the lowest operating expenses per pupil

Local Funding

57% of the District's funding is local

FCSD Financial Facts

How are public schools funded in Ohio?

Public school districts in Ohio are funded by a
combination of federal, state, and local funding. State
and federal funding historically provides
approximately 40% of our district's total revenue.
Federal funding is generally awarded through grants
based on specific demographic categories (special
education, poverty levels, English Language Learners,
etc.). State funding is awarded to districts based on a
formula that considers a local community’s capacity to
contribute. Local funding must provide for the
remaining financial needs.

FairfieldCitySchools.com
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JOIN OUR FUNDRAISER
AT RAISING CANE'S!

Mention the fundraiser at the register
and Cane’s will donate 15% of sales to:

#, AET'%, G) 5O Z* ©EE3,
Winter Guard Dine
& EA am

DATE & TIME:

March 05, 2024 from 04:00 PM - 11:00 PM
LOCATION:

8800 Holden Blvd, , OH 45014
+1513-815-4414
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